Claims : - 



10 



15 



20 



25 



A non-thaxapeutic method of producing antibodies 
that bind adipose tissues in a target animal in need 
. of said antibodies fox modulating the content of 
adipose tissues in said target animal, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

(i ) preparing an antigen from adipose tissues of a 
source animal wherein said source animal and 
said target animal belong to closely related 
species ; 

(ii) administering said antigen to an egg laying 
animal to cause production of said antibodies 
wherein said egg-laying animal and said target 
animal belong to different species; and 

(iii) obtaining said antibodies from eggs of said 
egg-laying animal wherein said egg-laying 
animal and said source animal belong to 
different species. 

2. A method according to Claim 1 comprising a step of 
causing production of said antibodies from within 
the body of said egg-laying animal - 

3. A method according to Claim 1 or 2 comprising a step 
of causing deposition of said antibodies to said 
eggs of said egg-laying animal. 
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R me tnod according to any preceding clai* 

aid stop of obtaining comprises a step of isolating 

. . . the eag yolk of said eggs, 

said antibodies from the egg y 

^r,rr t o anv preceding claim wherein 
A method according to any pj- 

said antigen comprises plasma membrane, its 
adipocyte plasma membrane surface proteins, or 
fragments thereof, of said adipose tissues of- said 
source animal . 

j' +-,-, ~tw TD-r<oc=>dinci claim wherein 

ZV method according to alii pr-c.uiuy 

said antibodies are polyclonal antibodies. 

A method according to any preceding claim wherein 
said source animal and said egg-laying animal belong 
-to distinctly different species. 

A method according to any preceding claim wherein 
said target animal and saxd egg-laying anxmai belong 
to distinctly different species. 

A method according to any preceding claxm wherein 
said target animal is a farm animal. 
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A method according to any preceding claim wherexn 
said source animal and/or said target is a swine. 

A method according to any one of Claims 1 to 8 
wherein said target animal is a patient. - 

A method according to any preceding claim wherein 
said egg-laying animal in an avian animal and said 
source animal is a non- avian animal. 

A method according to any preceding claim wherein 
said source animal is a mammal. 

A method according to any preceding claim wherein 
one or more of said animals is sacrificed after said 
method . 

Antibodies obtainable according to the method 
defined in any one of Claims 1 to 14. 



i. Antibodies according to Claim 15 for use in a method 
of treatment or diagnosis. 



17 . Us e of antibodies defined in Clai* 15 or 16 for the 
manufacture of a medicament' for the treatment of a 
condition caused by an excess of adipocytes. 

5 ia . A -feed additive , comprising an effective amount of 
antibodies defined in Claim 15 or 16. 

19 . A feed additive, according to Claim 18 adapted to 
lo „er the content, of said adipose tissues in said 
10 target animal- 



20. A feed additive according to Claim 18 or 19 -herein 
said composition comprises egg yolk of said eggs 
containing said antibodies. 
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21. 



A medicament comprising a pharmaceutical^ effect! 
amount of antibodies defined in Claim 15 or 16. 
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22. A medicament according to Claim 21 adapted to be 
administered via ingestion. 

23. A medicament according to Claim 21 adapted to be 
administered via injection. 

24. A method of modulating content of adipose tissues in 
the body of a target animal in need of antibodies, 
comprising the steps of: . 
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(i) preparing U antigen fron, adipose tissue, of a 
source animal; 

= = -iri 'anticren to an egg-laying 

(ii) administering said antigen 

animal; 

Ciii, allowing said antibodies to be produced by. -said 
egg-laying animal in response to said antigen; 
obtaining said antibodies from eggs of said 
egg- laying animal; and 
M administering a pharmaceutical ly effective 
amount of said antibodies to said target animal 
by ingestion, wherein said source animal and 
said egg-laying animal belong to different 
species. 

A method according to Claim 24 wherein said step of 
obtaining comprises a step of isolating said 
antibodies from the egg yolk of said eggs. 

A method according to Claim 2 4 or 25 comprising a 
step of binding said antibodies to characterizing 
components of plasma membrane of said adipose 
tissues in said target animal. 

A method according to Claim 24, 25 or 26 comprising 
a step of binding said antibodies to granular 
viscosity proteins of said adipose tissues in said 
target animal. 
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A method according to Claim 24. 25 or 26 comprising 
a 5 tep of binding said antibodies to fiber viscosity 

_ .p said adipose tissues in said target 
proteins of saia 

animal - 

A method according to any one of Claims 24 tb 2B 
wherein said antigen comprises plasma membrane, its 
adipocyte plasma membrane surface proteins, or 
fragments thereof, of said adipose tissues of said 
source animal- 



A method according to any one of Claims 24 to 29 
wherein said antibodies are polyclonal antibodies. 



A method according to any one of Claims 24 to 30 
wherein said source animal and said egg-laying 
animal belong to distinctly different species. 

A method according to any one of Claims 24 to 31 
wherein said target animal and said egg-laying 
animal belong to different species. 

I. a method according to Claim 32 wherein said target 
animal and said egg-laying animal belong to 
distinctly different species. 
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X M tW ac=o,din g to any one claims 24 to 33 
belong to. a same species. 



* method according to any one Claims 24 to 33 
wherein said target animal and said source animal 
belong to a closely related species - 



A ra ethod according any one of Claims 24 to 36 
wherein said method is ' a non-therapeutic method. 



A method according to any one of Claims 24 to 36 



wherein 



said target animal is a farm animal. 



A method according to any one of Claims 24 to 37 
wherein said source animal and/ or said target is a 
swine . 



A method according to any one of Claims 24 to 3 6 
wherein said target animal is a patient. 



A method according to any one of Claims 24 to 39 
wherein said egg-laying animal in an avian, animal 



an 



d said source animal is a non-avian animal 
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~ to anv one of Claims- 24 to 40 
A method according to any 

wherein said source animal is a mammal. 

& method according to any one of Claims 24 to 41 
-.herein one ox more- of said animals is sacrificed 
after said method. 



* method of producing antibodies that bind adipose 
tissues in a. target animal in need of said 
antibodies for modulating the content of adipose 
tissues in said target animal, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

{1) - preparing an antigen from adipose tissues 

of a source animal wherein said source animal 
and sa id target animal belong to closely 
related species; 
U i) administering said antigen to an e gg-laying 
animal to cause production of said antibodies 
wherein sard egg-laying animal and said target 
. animal belong to different species; and 
(iii) obtaining said antibodies from eggs of said 
egg-laying animal wherein said egg-laying 
animal and said source animal belong to 
different species. 



